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● Welcome & Introductions
● Senedd 2026 Elections: Context
● Hawl i Wefru - The Right to Charge: Our 2026 manifesto
● Making the most of the manifesto
● Q&A
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Senedd Elections: Context



2026 Senedd Elections: Will be different

Three key differences:
1. Electoral System
2. Numbers and retiring MSs
3. Likely results

27 March
Senedd Business 
Stops

7 May
Election

9 April 
Deadline for Candidate Nominations

3 June
Deadline for FM 
appointment

Feb? Party manifestos published



2026 Senedd Election: Electoral System Changes

Now

● 60 Members: 40 ‘constituency’ and 5 regions 
x 4 members

● Voters vote twice: once for a constituency 
candidate and once for a regional party 
candidate

● 5 year terms

May 2026

● 96 Members: 16 Constituencies x 6 members
● Voters vote once for one party, candidates 

get 0-6 candidates based on a proportion of 
voting choices

● 4 year terms

Images from Institute for Government



2026 Senedd Election: Numbers & Retirements

● 96 members (up from 60)

● At least 15 retiring members (14 labour, 1 independent)

● This means even if every current MS is re-elected, there will be a minimum of 
51 new MSs (53%).

● Plaid, Labour, Lib-Dem, some Green, some Conservative, and no Reform UK 
candidates currently announced (Reform UK expected March).



2026 Senedd Election: Likely results

By BSMIsEditing - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=139907399



2026 Senedd Election: Likely results

Now
Polling Predictions

Jan 2026 YouGov/Cardiff University Poll



What does this mean for EV Drivers and EVA Cymru

● Important to engage with as many candidates as possible (576++)
○ Many will be new to us and may have existing views about EVs
○ Large constituencies are better for understanding road transport issues
○ Changes will mean opportunities (but also risks) for EV Drivers

● All parties are important
○ We are and must remain non-political
○ Unclear who will lead Welsh Government
○ Unlikely to see a clear majority, even smaller parties or candidates may have influence
○ Opposition also likely to be a large group in Senedd

= we need your help!



What is the Welsh Government responsible for? 

Local CouncilsRegional ‘CJCs’Transport for 
Wales

Welsh 
Government

UK Government[For Wales only]

[Standards and guidance 
e.g. EV Charging design 
guidance for councils]

Transport policy 
Environment policy
Some Energy Policy
Planning & Building 
regulations

Vehicle Standards
Road Tax
Traffic Laws and 
Standards
Chargepoint Regulations
Energy Market & Costs
Motorway legislation

Policy and Legislation

Spending EV fundingRegional allocation of all 
transport funding (from 
2026-27)

Regional Energy Plans

Administration of EV 
Funding to local councils 
(currently)

Advising on use of EV 
Funding (from 2026-27)

All transport funding 
(including EV Charging 
funding)

Some Energy funding 
(but not grid)

Car incentives
Tax breaks
Some Chargepoint 
funding (e.g. businesses)

Funding

Planning consent for EV 
Charging etc
Delivery and 
management of local-
authority run charging

Potentially regionally 
significant EV schemes 
including charging and 
promotion

Delivery of some EV 
Schemes (e.g. trunk 
network charging, railway 
station chargers, support 
for grid developments)

Strategic Road NetworkNoneDelivery



Hawl i Wefru - the Right to Charge
Our Senedd 2026 Manifesto



Our Manifesto

● Building on key themes from EV Drivers
● Focused on what the Welsh Government 

can deliver
● Reflected feedback from Autumn 2026 

Members discussion
● Five key asks with detail under each



● Councils should focus 
on on-street

● Welsh Government 
should focus on high 
density, ultra-rapid, key 
sites

● Promotion to 
accommodation 
providers

● Include voice of EV 
owners and drivers into 
plans



● Guidance to support 
gullies etc

● Right to install for 
renters and social 
housing

● Support community 
energy projects



● Promote EV driving
● Support community car 

schemes
● Engage with UK 

Government to 
maximise support & 
funding



● Require accessible 
infrastructure when 
publicly funded 
(PAS1988:2022)

● Bilingual charge points 
when provided by public 
body

● Update charging design 
guidance working with 
EV owners and drivers



● All Welsh Government 
ministerial vehicles to be 
EVs by Jan 2027

● Stop buying ICE and 
hybrids

● Transition government 
fully to EVs by 2028



Making the most of the manifesto



How you can use the Manifesto
1. Send it to candidates - find your candidate. (new.wales / Who can i vote for? / party 

websites)
2. Use one or two ‘talking points’ with candidates, backed up with your local experience

1. Ask candidates to support the manifesto publicly or on social media etc

1. Become a key contact for your area: work with us directly to support engagement over 
the next few months.

Please send us an email to update us on any engagement you have: positive or not

“Charging at home would be much 
cheaper but my landlord won’t let me fit 
a charger. This is something I and EVA 

Cymru want to change”

@mycandidate Electric Vehicles mean 
cleaner air for all. Will you support the 

EVA Cymru Manifesto and help 
#constituencyname go electric? 

Final Tips:

● Act as a member not on behalf of EVA Cymru. It is important that the association remains apolitical
● Don’t ask for things that aren’t Welsh Government responsibilities (including tax, car grants, and the ban on new ICE sales)
● Do make it clear that you live in their constituency and have local experience
● Keep going right up until the election - every contact you have will make a difference





info@eva.cymru


